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1. Sources for these notes 

This background paper is based on : [a] taped interviews 
conducted in March - April this year with 44 western 
eyewitnesses to the events of 5th March to 7th March; [b] 
interviews with about 7 Tibetan eyewitnesses (including one monk 
who actively participated in the preparation and in all three 
days of demonstrations), and [c] six more Westerners interviewed 
in subsequent months. 

2. Summary. _af__e.vjm_JMLar cIl. tCL_Xth_March 

Most people in Lhasa, including the Chinese authorities, knew 
that a demonstration was planned for 5th March 1989, the first 
anniversary of the 1988 Monlam confrontation. Three times in the 
preceding week nuns had circumambulated the Jokhang shouting 
independence slogans before melting into the crowd. The 
atmosphere was tense in the city. 

Sunday - shooting into the unarmed crowd 

At midday on Sunday, 5th March no more than a dozen unarmed 
monks, nuns and youths, holding one A4 page size hand drawn 
Tibetan flag, started walking briskly around the Barkhor market. 
They shouted in Tibetan : "Tibet is independent!" and " This is a 
peaceful demonstration please do not use violence", and in 
English, "Freedom! Freedom!" 

Chinese cameramen videoed the protest from the top of a police 
station that overlooks the Barkhor. Accompanying the cameramen 
were several plain clothes policeman and at least one uniformed 
soldier with an AK47 automatic weapon. One policeman spoke into a 
walkie talkie. A couple of the policemen lounged on the parapet 
with their pistols dangling over the side. 

The exact sequence of events is slightly confused. However, from 
nine eyewitness accounts, this appears to be what happened. By 
the time the demonstrators completed their second circuit of the 
Barkhor, several score Tibetans had joined the protest while 
several hundred looked on. As they approached the police station 
one of the policemen threw a beer bottle at the crowd below. A 
Tibetan youth responded by lobbing a single rock at the building. 
It hit the wall of the police station. Immediately one policeman 
on the roof fired two shots in the air. Without a pause he, and 
at least one other, holding their pistols with a double handed 
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grip, fired directly into the crowd. They fired for several 
seconds. The youth who threw the rock was the first person hit - 
wounded in the thigh. Two people who tried to pick him up were 
then also shot. The police shot for several seconds, paused, then 
fired again. The crowd fled in panic. 

Stalemate in the Jokhang square 

For the next couple of hours a stalemate developed between an 
angry group of a maybe 200 Tibetans and several score Chinese 
Peoples' Armed Police ('PAP'). The PAP controlled the square in 
front of the Jokhang, periodically firing tear gas cannisters and 
automatic weapons, but not advancing towards the Tibetans. The 
Tibetans huddled in the alleyways around the Jokhang, some youths 
hurling rocks in the general direction of the PAP. 

Protest moves to main street 

By this time someone had brought a Tibetan flag. After it was 
clear that they could not enter the square safely, the Tibetans 
meandered through the back streets, building in numbers and 
anger. Eventually they emerged from the maze of back alleys into 
the main street of Lhasa (Dekyi Shar Lam) that runs through a 
mixed Tibetan residential and Tibetan/Chinese business part of 
town. It was now about 3.00pm. 

In none of the previous independence demonstrations since 
September 1987 had the Tibetans ventured this far from the 
Jokhang. The crowd was a representative cross section of the 
Lhasa population and visiting pilgrims. This was the largest 
crowd of the three days, numbering up to perhaps 1500 people. 

Now began the cycle of excited demonstrations and bloody military 
confrontations which were to characterise the remainder of 
Sunday. The crowd, waving at least two Tibetan national flags and 
shouting slogans, surged up and down a 3/4 kilometre stretch of 
road. On the outskirts of this area Chinese troop trucks waited 
patiently, but allowed the protest to escalate for some t'ime. At 
least three times during this Sunday afternoon a group of about 
100 armed PAP advanced down Dekyi Shar Lam firing automatic 
weapons towards the unarmed crowd. The Tibetans fled in panic, 
some threw rocks at the PAP. After each advance the PAP withdrew 
from whence they had come and the Tibetans carried their dead 
and wounded from the scene. 

At one point a group of PAP were left in the area by a truck. 

They entered a Tibetan restaurant, destroyed the furniture inside 
and then started shooting, apparently indiscriminately, out of 
the windows. One Tibetan participant says he saw about 50 
Tibetans wounded from this firing. There are at least three 
reported cases of Tibetans dying in their homes, either due to 
bullets entering from the street, or because the PAP entered the 
compounds and fired their automatic weapons, sometimes ostensibly 
in search of a demonstrator. 
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During the afternoon, noone seems to know exactly when or why, 
the Tibetans started breaking into Chinese shops and restaurants, 
dragging the contents onto the street and burning both the shop 
and the contents. None of the eyewitnesses saw Tibetans stealing 
the contents of the shops, except a few instances of scavenging 
amongst the embers the following day. Several eyewitnesses saw 
instances of a Tibetan attempting to steal an object, being 
forced by other demonstrators to throw the object into the fire. 
During this afternoon, most of the windows of buildings along 
this main street were smashed by stones. 

Several eyewtinesses speak of very severe beatings by PAP of 
Tibetans, including at least a couple of children below the age 
of 12. Through the night, by default, the Tibetans seemed to 
retain control of the streets. 

Monday - Tibetan violence 

The streets were quiet on Monday until about mid-morning when 
crowds started to gather along Dekyi Shar Lam, reaching a peak of 
perhaps 500.The crowds roamed up and down the street with 
national flags, shouting independence slogans. 

Overall, the violent incidents on the part of the Tibetans were 
more ugly on this day. Tibetans threw rocks at Chinese cyclists 
who attempted to cycle through the crowd. The cyclists either 
dismounted or were knocked off their bicycles. The bicycles were 
thrown onto the fires and the cyclist ran away, sometimes dodging 
flying stones. At least one Chinese cyclist was very badly 
injured on Tuesday by a large rock and was attacked by Tibetans 
until two other Tibetans dragged him away to safety. Perhaps 100 
to 200 bicycles were burned on this day. 

Five Chinese Muslim shops were burned around the Barkhor. (A 
total of about 45 were burned over the three days). One Muslim 
youth was viciously attacked by a Tibetan youth before a jChampa 
stopped the confrontation. There were several incidents of rocks 
being thrown at Tibetan onlookers who ignored the exhortations of 
the crowd to join the demonstration. 

Although Chinese snipers on top of police stations in the old 
town shot, and possibly killed, Tibetans walking through the 
area, the security forces allowed the Tibetans free reign until 
about 7.00pm. After this time the PAP advanced and retreated 
along the main street twice, firing automatic weapons and tear 
gas. More Tibetan deaths occurred here and around the Jokhang. 

Sporadic firing was heard through most of the night. During this 
night the security forces entered Tibetan homes. There were 
several accounts of occupants being beaten severely, some 
arrested and some possibly killed in their homes. 

Tuesday - Martial Law 

On Tuesday the crowds were smaller, less excited and younger. No 
more than 400 Tibetans roamed up and down this 3/4 kilometre 
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section of Dekyi Shar Lam. The mood of the crowd was more sullen, 
less enthusiastic. More bicycles were burned, a few more fires 
re-lit. 

By early afternoon sporadic bursts of automatic gun fire could be 
heard around the old town. Because of a rumour that the security 
forces were going to sweep the whole area and shoot on sight, 
most Tibetans fled indoors. A couple of hours later, when nothing 
happened, the Tibetans re-emerged. 

In the early evening eyewitnesses saw about 1000 Peoples 
Liberation Army ('PLA') on the road past the Potala and a further 
41 truckloads of armed PLA driving towards the Tibetan part of 
town. By midnight Martial Law had been imposed. Vehicles with 
loudspeakers blaring paraded slowly through the old town. 

Security forces continued to enter Tibetan homes. By dawn the 
authorities were in control of the old town, having set up check 
points at every major intersection and positioned PLA at every 
alleyway leading into the main street and into the Barkhor. The 
demonstrations had ended. 


7th August 1989. 
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